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We rd no is, C'OR. i. 27. 
FO Rr tis in the wiſdow of Gall, the world 
wiſdom knew not God, . 
2 preaching” to ſave them that desc 


HERE are two points, which, of all ies, 
© undoubtedly are moſt intereſting, and of 
greateſt importance to mankind The 
true ſpiritual knowledge of the Supreme 
Good=—Ana the right knowledge and apprehenſion 
of the way or means, by Which we may come to the 
full enjoyment of the Supreme Good; which muſt 
fix the foul in real and compleat felicity. 
No this portion of holy ſcripture will give us 
light into both theſe weighty concernments. 

1. It ſeems evidently implied and ſuppoſed (in thy 
2 that God is the Supreme Good for the ſouls | 
of men. 
Mas hespihech cantot Simi be lu ü dew. 


pendant and inſufficient creature; he cannot provide : 


for his own neceſſities, nor continue his being or life, 
"now he is put in the poſſeſſion of it: muck leg can 
he ſatisfy all his defires and longings 3 and therefore, 
after the utmoſt he can do, muſt remain miſerable,.  - 
It cannot lie in the enjoyment" of theſe temporal 
"200d things: The world and the things of it, any or 
we _—_— cannot content and 9 ſoul.— 
3 


* 


n 


Mankind have been labouring after happineſs, from 
the things of this world, ever ſince Cain built the firſt 
city; but never could ain their end. He that loveth 
Alper Pall not be ſatisfied with filver ; nor he that loveth 
abundance, with increaſe. The eye is not ſatisfied with 
ſeeing whit it apprehends the glory of this world ; nor 
the car filled with bearing, even the muſick of commend- 
ation and praiſe. and miſtaken man is 
ſtil! anxious and thirſting ; ſtretching his deſires after 
ſomething beyond him, which he cannot obtain. 


But what ſtamps vanity upon all kinds of worldly 


joymients, ſo viſibly that one would think all muſt 
Ke ir, i that they are all periſhable, and our bodies 
are periſhing with them. Theſe things cannot be of 
any uſe to us, longer than the preſent tie between our 
fouk and bodies is continued; and death will certainly 
diſſolve this union; and for ought we know; mayſtrike 
me fatal blow before another hour is finiſhed: And 
ee pampered our pride, nouriſhed our am- 
, and gratified a ſenſual appetite, is gone forever 

and the o left naked, deſtitute and miſerable. 
Ina a word, That wich can give happineſs to the 
foul muſt be ſuited to its ſ hg x nature, able (atleaſt) 


to fill its capacity, comple tly to ſatisfy all its deſires, 


and commenſurate with its being, 4, e, will continue 
as long as the foul ſhall, continue: And this can be 


none but God, the glorious author of our, being, and | 


"fountain of all bleſſednefs. 
Some faint impreſſion of this great, this fondamen- 


tal truth ems to remain upon the mind of man, 


ſtrengthened by daily experience; and therefore the 
viſe men of every age have been enquiring and ſearch- 


Ing after the Supreme Good after God, but could 


not find Nee leaſt to their full ſatista ion. But 
every ſpiritualiy wiſe and good man, who has found 


"the tro: knowledge of God, may and will (in ſome 
n paz ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, Gods is my * 
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He hath | and promiſed to be fo in his gra- 
D 
freely and ſincerely chuſes and rejoices in 3 and bis 
favour is life, and his loving kindneſs is better than life. 
2. The great benefit propoſed and aimed at, i in 
the text, in favour of mankind; is SALvaTION... 
And it is a benefit inſinitely needed by us. Indeed, 
in man's primitive eſtate, ſalyation was not neceſlary ; 
he was made upright, in the ĩmage of God his crea- 
. ; fitted and diſpoſed to anſwer the end of his be- 

to ſerve and glorify his maker and kid —ç— 

„and to enjoy ſweet communion with him 

trom wherice his happineſt reſulted; But the caſe i 
now altered, deplorably altered; man is 2 2 
his glory and happineſs is departed: from him. Man 
is now born lite the wild afſes colt; and lives void. of 
the true knowiedge 'of the-infinite fountain. of 
being; and bleſſedneſs Having the rde 
flanding darkened ; being alienated from the life of 
through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the 
neſs of the beart. Eph. iv. 18. Andexperience con- 
firms the ſad truth: Are not mankind, univerfall 
and continually, (while in their natural ſtate) blind 
ing after happineſs, among creature enjoyments, 
h 8 nothing but vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit ; gain no ſolid joy and ſatisfaction; without fo 


much as once, ſincerely and directly, enquiring and 


ſeeking after God, the only true ſource of light and 
joy ? Yea, where can there one be found (*till divine 
PRELS htened the mind,) who from his heart 
cries out, 5 W 

the night ? Job. xxv. 10. 
BZBut we may not ſtop here we are all ors, 
and obnoxious to divine juſtice. . The ſcripture hath 
contluded-all under fin, Gal. iii. 22. and the whole 
world is become guilty before Cad, Rom. iii. 19. and 
c A ſentence of condemna- 
$5 5 | tion | 


 (Q) 


don lies, in the holy:law-of Gods Ain all (in theiv 5 
el 


tative Rate) without exception; binding chem over ta 
eternal death: And in it df ul thing to fall i 
th Bonds of the dul d de band of b 
an. biogene 2: 23 it K A | 
An ener gage hy and unclean 2 
the læpłoſy of ſin bath ſatead. theoudgh Sur whole man, 
all our faculties are diſordderpd, and there js no ſpi- 
ritual ſoundneſs in us: The carnal mind is enmity ageinfl 
Gu the will, and other affections, alienated from | 
him, and hiaſſed againſt bim. In a word, there is 
fountain ai iniquity in the heart of man, of every 
man z and, All manher of wickedneſs, proceeds from 
thence; 2 ſuited to draw it out. And 
fo. far aten mankind from any thoughts (proceeding 
merely from their on hears). of rewraing to Gad. 
the unly center of reſt for the ſoul, that they are ſtill 
wanderug farthet from bim, in the paths of ſin, un 
willing to be ſtoppeil 2 yd, deligbting in their own, 
undding. and palling fetwardito cn miſery aud 
nn fo fot Ng. ryan x Os 
That this is really the condition of mankind; fioce 
the fall, is ſo evident, through the ſpriptutes, that-it 
' ſeems ſtrange that any. acquainted with the mg 
writings; ſhould not believe it j and our on expe 
ence abundantiy conſiins it. The native tamper and 
workings of mans heùrt ſo etactly and fully agrees 
with the deſcription given of it in the holy ſeriptutes 
that one would think every perſon really acquainted | 
wich himſelf, that with care and attentibn looks int 
that divine glaſd, ſhould ſee his on face and know 
it; and bluſh at his own deformity and grad und 
the weight of guilt and miſery that lies upon him, nd 
pant after deliverance. But, alas ! blindneſs and in- 
ſenſibility is a great part of our diſeaſ . We are 
bound in the chains, af out own luſts, and love dur 
bonds ; ſubject to Satan, the r 1 


0 
k * 


C 3:13 
and our own ſouls, who leads ſinners captive at his 
pleaſure, and they willingly. follow him, as the ox go- 
eth to the flaugbter and the fool, to the correction of the 
ſocks ; not knowing, not conſidering that they are 
going to the pit of endleſs and irrecoverable N sb. 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is. not quenched. 


TS D 


4 And do we not need ſalvation, inexprefſibly heed 
% | it? How great, how deſiteahle the bleſſedne's of de- 
i livery from a (tate of ignorance, blindneſs and enmity 
—a ſtate of guilr, pollution and miſerable bondage? 
And recovery to the light of the Knowledge of God, 
# | the ſupreme good—the renovation of the ol to his 


glorious image, in real holineſs—acceprance' into the 
divine favour introduction into the liberty of the 
children of the moſt high God, and a ſtate of ſweer, 
refreſhing, ſtrengthening and ſatisfying communion 
with Him, the infinite fountain of love and goodneſs. 
This, this (my friends) is the ſalvation referredto in 
the paſſage under conſideration—This is the bleſſed- 
neſs which all thoſe partake of, who are ſaved in the 
ſenſe of ray text: Even the removal of all obſtacles 
in the way; and a real return to God, the only center 
of reſt, and all-ſatisfying portion for the immortal 
ſoul This bleſſedneſe begun and increaſing, here in 
this world; and to be perfected in the heavenly ſtate, 
and to endure forever. | Cr ge 2 
3. Here is plainly aſſerted, the inſufficiency of hu- 
man wiſdom (in its preſent ſtate) to diſcover the true 
objef of our happineſs ; and the way to the enjoy- 
ment of him that is, for our ſalvation. ,, © 
The world by wiſdom knew not God.—Tt is rea- 
dily acknowledged, with gratitude to the glorious Au- 
thor of our being, that the human mind is capable of 
great things : The ſoul of man is endowed with no- 
ble faculties, which ſerve us well in the affairs of this 
life and world. Tea, it is ſurpriſing to ſee how far 
(human reaſon ran: a0 penetrated into e | 
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2 is applicable to them as well as others: Profeſſing them- 


(10) 


of nature, and the lengths it has gained in various 
arts and ſciences. But this, notwithſtanding, the wiſ- 
dom of mankind, in this their depraved ſtate, is de- 

plorably deficient with. regard to their ſpiritual and 
eternal intereſt. 

All nations, that have not ieh the benefit of 
divine revelation, have moſt miſerably bl'undered in 
their notions of God. Though they have had the 
whoſe book of the creation open before them ; and 
their own'fouls and bodies, which are fearfully and 
wonderfully made, to lead them to a conviction of a 
_ firſt cauſe, and the perfection of that cauſe—to the 
"knowledge of the one only living and true God, and 
his infinite perfection ; they multiplied” their Gods, 
- almoſt without number. Every nation, yea, every 
_ city had their gods, their tutelar deities, which they 
© confided in. Yea, they made to themſelves gods, 
and then worſhipped them; the abſurdity, and ridi- 
culous folly of which, the prophet Iſaiah ſets in a clear 
light, with much eloquence, chap. xliv. And the 
manner in which they worſhipped their gods was 
© ſuited to the notions they had of them. and indeed no 

other could be mary but that their wiſdom fail- 
ing them in attaining the knowledge' of the true God, 
in his nature and attributes, it ſhould alfo fail them 
in Gilcovering that kind or manner of worſhip which 
is ſuitable to his ſpiritual nature ne 'wobrable _- 

feections. 

And this was the deplorable caſe, not only of the 
more ignorant and barbarous nations, but of thoſe 
5 "ufo who were the moſt civilized and polite, Greece 
and Rome, who were the moſt famous for wiſdom and 
learning. What the apoſtle ſays in Rom. i. 22, ag. 


© ſelves to be whiſe, they became fools : And changed the glory 
, of the uncorruptible God into an image mate like unta age 
e man, and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, yah 
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creeping things. And this was the caſe, not only of one 


age or generation, but of a long ſucceſſion of genera- 


tions : The multitude of nations through the whole 
world, under a great variety of circumſtances, the 


Jews only excepted, (who were under God's peculiar 
care and inſtruction) were wholly ſunk into idolatry ; 
from Moſes's time to the coming of Chriſt, which was 
about 1500 years: A time long enough, ſurely, to 
try the utmoſt efforts of human wiſdom. And thoſe, 
well acquainted with hiſtory, obſerve, that, through 
all this long tract of time, not one ſingle nation, yea, 
not one city, town, or even ſingle ſociety of men, 


greater or ſmaller, even down to this day, have ever 


been found, who profeſſed and worſhipped the one 


only true God, as the all-wiſe creator, preſerver and 


ſupreme ruler and judge of the univerſe z and fought 
their happineſs in him, through time and in eternity 
except thoſe who enjoy the benefit of divine revelation. 

There have, indeed, been a very few perfons, in 


one age and another, among the moſt civilized na- 


tions, called philoſophers, men famed for their wil- 
dom, who wrote well upon moral duties, ſq far as 
they went: But not one of them, with all his wiſdom, 
was able to bring himſelf, or any of his pupils, to a 


full perſuaſion, that there is but one God, the father 


of our ſpirits, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in 
his being and perfections and to cleave to him and 
his worſhip, in profeſſion and practice and to reſt in 
him as their chief good—and live devoted to him in a 
holy lite. 89 far from it, that there were hot and 
unavailing diſputes, and very various opinions among 


them, about the ſupreme good; ſome placing it in 
one thing, ſome in another, but none ** upon 
e moſt 


the right. Beſides, it any of them had, by t 


diligent uſe of their rational powers, attained the true 


knowledge of God, they muſt have diſcovered, at the 
lame time, their own unlikeneſs to God, and — 5 
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been . that they were guilty, Jepraved crea- 
tures, and obnoxious to his Juſtice And neither 
their own, nor even angelic wiſdom (without a reve- 
lation) could poſſibly diſcover any way or means by 
which they might (honorary to his perfections and 
government) return to God, obtain forgiveneſs, be 


reconciled to him recovered to his holy image, and 


ſo qualified for communion with him, and the enjoy- 
ment of cgmꝑleat happineſs in him, for their im- 


mortal ſouls. If the conſideration of God's infinite 
goodneſs kindled' up ſome degree of hope in them, 


the vie of his immaculate holineſs and / inflexible -: 
juſlice mut have ſhook their hope, if not quite de- 


Kroyed it 3 and fo have prevented their * | 


themlelves to the mercy, and relying on the 


of God and held them in a diſtreſſing ſtate of deff 


tian and donbt : And the enmity of the carnal mind 
would have carried them on in the way of their own - 
hearts, to their utter deſtruction. _ 418 
Thus dleplorably wretched was the 0 00 of 
maakind, after the ſal! ; and ſo it would have remain 
ed, if a glorious and gracious God had not interpoſed, 
by a tevelation of his grace, through a mediator.— 
And it was, undoubtedly, a wiſe and holy diſpenſation 
ot God, fo to order things, that there might be both 
time and. me ſufficient, for a full trial, both of the 
wiſdom and refer of mankind, in /this intereſting 
caſe: That, having full evidence and conviction of 


the abſolute neceſſity of divine light and grace from 


heaven, we might be the better prepared to receive, 
with gratitude, that wondrous ſcheme of divine wiſ- 


dom, love and goodneſs, which the infinite Jehovah ' 
hath. eſtabliſhed for the falvation of men. "Which 


brings me to conſider, . - 

4. The means appointed and ey ie of, byt chi 
infinitely wile, holy and merciful God. for the falva- 
tion of fallen, depraved, ſinful men — be a | 
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Certainly: the apoſtle here means the #eeaching of 


the goſpel ; that was what he was immediately com- 


miſſioned to, by Chriſt himſelf, as in the 17th verſe of 

the context Cbriſt ſent me to preach the goſpel.—— 
This was the important buſineſs he was heartily en- 

gaged in, and moſt diligently purſued, wherever he 

went; with this view, that he might be inſtrumental, - - 
in the hands of his bleſſed Maſter, of ſaving the fouls 
of miſerable, ſelf-ruined ſinners : This being the wiſe, 
gracious and only means eſtabliſhed by God for that 
purpoſe ; and which he will ſucceed to that happy 
end, And it is the will of Chriſt, not only that Paul 
and the other apoſtles ſhould be employed herein, 
but that there ſhould be a ſucceſſion of goſpel miniſters * 
—a number of men, in all ages, to the end of the 
world, tolemnly ſet apart to the ſacred office and work 
of preaching the goſpel, in order to open the eyes of 
mankind finners, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 

they may receive the remiſſion of ſins and be made 


holy and happy in heaven forever. 
But why does the apoſtle put it into this phraſe, 
the fooliſhneſs of preaching ? when every where elſe he 
ſpeaks of it in the moſt honorary epithets : The glo- 
rious goſpel of the Bleſſed God, 1 Tim. i. 11. The mini- 


fration of the ſpirit—and of righteonſne/s —txyeding in 
glory, 2 Cor. iii. 8, 9. A goſpel be 
for it is the power of 


ot aſhamed f 
| od unto ſalvation, to tvery one that 
believeth—— For therein is the righteouſneſs of God revealed 


from faith to faith, Rom. i, 16, 17. A glaſs in Which 


the glory of God—the glory of all his divine per- 

fections, may eminently; and moſt conſpicuouſly be 

ſeen by renewed ſouls, ſo as to be changed into the ſame 

image, from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the 
rd. 2 Cor. iii. 18. ie 5 OWE 1 

It is evident, then, that the apoſtle here ſpeaks - 

ironically ; making uſe of the ſame kind of language 
8 | 4 


| ( | 4, ) 
imwhichehs wiſdom of this world ſpake of the goſpel, 


and the preaching of it; letting them know, that, 


however contemptibly they looked upon the goſpel, 
and ſpake of it, yet he was not out of rg ountenance at 
it 3 nor in the leaſt diſcouraged from going on, with | 
dels and reſolyrion, in this fooliſhneſs of preaching, | 
as they called it'; yea, he gloried in it, and eſteemed 
his office and work his higheft honour, And though 
he knew he'ſhould meet with great oppoſition from 
the wiſdom; prejudices and corruption of the world, 
and ſuffer bangs and afflictions, yet ( lays he) none 7 
theſe 1 move. me ; neil her count I my life dear unto © 
myſelf, fo o that I might finiſh my courſe with jey. and the * 
miniſtry which I bade received of the Lord Jefus, i to 7200 
egal of the. grace of Ged. Acts xx. 24. 
The goſpel here ſpoken of, (which i is contained in 
the old ang. new 7 teſtarient—— but Ne een r 


1 


a conſiſtent, ne gebe and — 
{heme of truth. It is now, and always will be; the 
very ſame that it was hen firſt*publiſhed to the 
world, and committed to writing: And, therefore, 
whatever,notions or doctrines any may imbibe, that 
e contraditory to, or inconſiſtent wich the main, 
aal doctrines of the written goſpel, it cannot be 
qwing do any increaſe of true light and knowledge, 
bot to ſome other cauſe, : For, whatever degree of 
netration into the true nature and doctrines of this 
glorious goſpel, any Chriſtians may attain to in this 
world, or even in heaven, that perfect ſtate, ſtill they 
muſt be harmonious and conſiſtent. Andif we con- 
ſider, that the end and deſign of à tmereiful and graci- 
ous God: in this inſtitution of the goſpel, is (next to 
he manifeſtation of his own glory) the ſalvation of 
len men not oniy choſe Ae ee Ir. — 


ell 


Ei 
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- himſelf, in this phra 
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and the advantages of education and learning. but alſo 
_ perſons. of but common underſtanding, in low life, 

who have no advantages but what are common to all 

who enjoy the bible; we muſt think it wiſely adapted, 

as. means, to that end. We cannot but ſuppoſe: it 


perfectly ſuited ro the condition and - neceſſities of 
fallen, guilty, miſerable creatures—And that the lead- 


ing, eſſential doctrines, as well as the duties of the 


goſpel, are communicated to us in as plain and intel- 
igible a manner as their divine and ſpiritual nature 


will admit of, —Thethings necefſary to ſalyatiun being 
of equal importance to the weak and illiterate, as to 
. thoſe of ſuperior powers and learning, ſutely the 


language, in which they are given to us, is to he un- 


derſtood in its plain, natural ſenſe and meaning. May 
ve not, then, ſafely conclude, that it is owing, nor ſo 
much to the weakneſs and limited nature of our ra- 
tional powers, as to the blindneſs and corruption of 
the heart, that the goſpel is miſunderſtood, deſpiſed 
andi rejected by ſo many, who infinitely' need the fal- 
vation therein revealed, and freely offered to their ac- 
cieptance ; and ſubſtitute ſomething elſe in iis room, 
which will, in the end, certainly diſappoint their ex- 
pectations. And it ſeems evident, that it was nat ſo 


much the manner in which the goſpel was preached, 


as the matter it contained, which gave offence to the 


a wiſe men of the world, and was the occaſion of their 
Calling it fooliſhneſs. The apoſtle ſums up the goſ- 
gel, the grand ſubject in and about which he was, in 

an immediate and 4 manner, called to employ 

1 e, preaching” tht' croſs o Chriſi— 

and preaching Chriſt crucified," 17, 18, and 2 3d verſes 
of the N this was to the Jews a ſtum- 

bling block, the Gree! 1 
look forward, to the beginning of che nent chapter, 

we find St, Paul giving it as a reaſon'whythecame not 
vith the excellency of ſpeech; or of wiſdom, declaring 


nd to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. And if we 
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expreſs image of 
. arduous and important work ; and who hath, of his 


on voluntary conſent, undertaken it. And ſince, 
without ſhedding. of blood there is no temiſſion of 


propitiatory 
i I 3 of God's holineſs Ad oe 


12 3 16 ) 
unto them che teſtimony of. God—— Fer 5 determined 
t to know (and conſequently not to preach) an 


thing among you, ſave Je . Chrift and bim crucified. — 


Which ſeems plainly to imply, that Jeſus Chriſt, 'in 


nis perſon and offices, and his death on the croſs, with 
the neceſſity, deſign and benefits of it, are fundamen- 


tal points, and of the very eſſence of the goſpel Vea, 


that theſe ſubjects, in their true meaning, full extent 


and uſefulneſs, do, in a manner, compriſe and take 
in the whole buſineſs of preaching the goſpel. 
The - goſpel, evidently ſuppoſes and teaches, that 


- mankind are fallen—in a loſt, depraved and undone 
_ eſtate—ſinaers, enemies to God—2uilty, children of 
wrath, and under a ſentence of condemnation ; in- 


finitely needing ſalvation. And we are alſo taught, 


that the eternal Father of mercies having, merely from 


his own goodneſs, purpoſed to, ſave multitudes of 
theſe his ſelf-ruined creatures from-all the miſeries of 


| their fallen eſtate, and bring them to glory; hath 


ided a mediator and ſaviour, even his own Son, 


who deim the bri rightneſs of the Father's glory, aud 'the 
perſon, (Heb. i. 3.) is equal to the 


fins, (Heb. ix. 22.) and without a recovery to the 
moral image of God we can have no communion 
with, and enjoyment of him; without boline/s no man 


| ſball ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14,—Except a man be Born 
\ again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, Joh. iii. 3.— 
Therefore, the Son of God aſſumed the human na- 
ture into union with the divine, in the perſon of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ; he became Emanuel, God with 


us: And in our nature he. fulfilled the righteouſneſs 


24 of the law, and bore the curſe for us—died on the 


- croſs a ſacrifice .for ſin. And hereby 


law 
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kiw und t ; and opened the way for the 
ſupretme Ne of heaven and earth, honourably to 
hirnſelf, to give his holy ſpirit to enlighten and rege- 
nerare ſinfuſ men, and diſpoſe and enabl le them heartily | 
ev teturn to him, by his Son, and to * their full 
eontentment in him. So that Chtiſt's ience unto 
death; ' or his righteouſneſs, including "hls ative and 
pave obedience, is the ſole groun , or meritorious 
exufe, ot out jiltificatior; as it ipcludes the full par- 
don of all fia and acceptance into the 75 vour of God, 


and our becoming rs now, and finally inhetitors of 


&ernal life. And it is through, and on the account 
of the atonement ef Chrilt's death, that his people 
have the promiſe, and the drifpeckable privilege, of — 
Holy Spirit to dwell-in them, as his living temples,an 
to earty on the work of his grate in them till they be- 
come meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in len | 
And hence it is that Chriſt is in ſcripture called 255 
Loyd our righteouneſi—God 's ſalvation to. the ends 9 
thi earth —tbe light of the world —the bend of bis. 
the church.—in 3695 it hath pleaſed the Father that 27 
filllneſs ſhould divell—and of his fullneſs do all, the meni- 
Bers of his $ myſtical body, receive, and grace for grace 
our peatt—our bope—our frengih our life—our all in 
all. Agteeable hejeto, the apoſtle concludes 
chapter in'which'm text lies—Of him are ye in Ch! 
Tefus, Who of God i: made unto us wiſdom, and bk 
due, aid Jane tai on, aud redemption : That, actard: 
Ig” 2s it is u itiin, be that Zorieth let bim glory i in the 
Eid. All ſpiritual bleſſings, neceſſary to our full 
reedrieiliation to God, real conformity to the holy 
ichage and will of God in heart and li e, and to our 
compleat and eternal happineſs in him, are derived to 
uy from and through Chriſt; and for his ſake.” 5 
"Theſe —— are peculiar and eſſential to the 
goſpel, 5 diſt; wilt it from all other ſchemes" of 
religion '; * it indeed? goſpel—good news — 
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tidings of great joy to all people—and the only ſuitable 


and ſaving religion for depraved, . ſinful. and guilty | 


mankind. . And yet the wiſe: men of the world 
deſpiſed this glorious goſpel, and accounted it tooliſh- 
mo This great m of godlineſs, God manifeſt in 
the fleſb, &c. 1 Tim. iii. 16. was above the reach of 
their wiſdom z they could not comprehend it. It did 
not agree with their notions of things, and ways of 


thinking, nor ſuit their taſte... And why ſhould we 


imagine that the wiſdom of this world will think any 


better of the goſpel now, than when it was firſt pub- 
liſhed, ſince both are juſt the ſame now that they were, 
then? That paſſage in the 1 Corinth. ii. 14. The na- 
tural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit - of Gods 


fer they are fooliſhneſs unto bim—is, doubtleſs, as appli- 
cable to us in this age of the world, as to thoſe in the 


apoſtle's days. And, perhaps, it may. be worth our 


pPeains ſeriouſly to conſider, whether it is not reaſonable 


to ſuppoſe, that the blind, corrupt heart of man, that 
is alienated from God; the carnal mind, that is en- 


mity againſt him, will not moſt diſreliſh and oppoſe 


that religion which comes from God, gives the cleareſt 


view ol his adorable nature and perfections, and leads 


directly to him? We may be ſure the Devil moſt im- 
er hates, and is vehemently ſet againſt true re- 
gion; becauſe he knows that only will be effectual 
to overthrow his kingdom in the hearts of men. 

This implacable enemy of God and mankind ever 
bas, and ever will uſe his ſubtilty and power, to the 
uttermoſt, to hinder the ſucceſs of the goſpel. He 
knows that—for this purpoſe the. Sen of Cod was ma- 
miſeſted,that be might deſtroy the works of the Devil, 1 Joh. 
ul. 8. It is the deſign and tendency of the goſpel: to 
ruin Satan's intereſt. in the world, by delivering men 
from, bis ſervitude. and the power of fin, reconciling 
them to God, and bringing them to love and ſerve, 
choole, delight and refl in him as their , everlaſting 
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(19 ) 
portion. And whenever the goſpel is really received 
into the mind and heart, it produces this happy effect. 


And it is a grand inſtance of the Devil's art and po- 


licy, to make uſe of men's luſts to blind and prejudice 
their minds and hearts againſt the true goſpel of 
Chriſt. Our hearts are naturally full of idols, that 
we love more than God; ſelf, riches, honours, ſen- 


ſual pleaſures, and the like. Now if Chriſt, by the 


true goſpel, comes into the heart, all theſe muſt turn 


out; there can be no more quiet lodging for them 


there, Chriſt can have no concord with Belial. And 
hence it is that men ſet themſelves to explain, refine, 
and criticiſe upon the goſpel, *till they have turned it 
into a ſcheme {till preſerving ſome reſemblance) that 
ſuits their taſte, will pacify the clamours of conſcience, 
leave them an hope, and yet ſpare the life of their 
idols; and let them go on in the ways 'of their own 
hearts. How affecting is it to ſee any of our fellow 
mortals, prompted by Satan and their own luſts, doing 
his work, and endangering, if not deſtroying their 


ownand others precious fouls, by labouring to remove . 
out of ſight, or wholly to aboliſh, thoſe great truths of 
the goſpel, which only can relieve us; all guilty, pol- 


luted and impotent, as we are; and give us a ſolid 


foundation of hope and comfort: And more fo ſtill; 
- to think of being juſtly chargeable ourſelves with ſuch 
a conduct. How awful and alarming is that repeated 


commination, Gal. i, 6, 7, 8.— There be ſome that 
trouble you, and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt. But 
though we, or an angel from beaven, preach any other 


goſpel unto you, than that which ue have preached unto 


you, let him . wes rated 3 
It muſt then be à matter of great concernment to 


us to not the truth as it is in Jeſus —to have right 


apprehenſions of the goſpel; for none but evangelicat 

truths and principles, admitted into the mind and 

heart, will produce an evangelical temper of heart _ 
#3. | | c 


- 
2 — — —— 
— — NS Ee es —ͤ— 22 


= * 


— 


— 2 
2 r ⁵ EET. 


— — — 
== - E 2 


nr 


 I_ 


( 20. » 


as an important maxim, that it is the great doctriges 
of the goſpel alone, apprehended. and viewed: in the 
mind, in their true nature and glory, that will be e 
fectual to beget, and excite to exerciſe, holy Jſpoftinne 
and affections of ſoul, correſpondent to the things he- 
held; and really engage to a holy life and conyerla-. 
tion. And that no human teaching whatever, withoug. 
the efficacious influences of the Holy Spirit, enlight- 
ening the mind and ' renewing the heart, will; bri 

finners ſo to behold the glory of God in the Bala 


the goſpel, as to be changed into the ſame image, from. 


glory to glary—2 Cor. | li, 18, Theſe aneh lead: 


__ * 


Who will enjoy the ineſtimable bewog; of this, 
great falvation—them that believe. 

Notwithſtanding the goſpel. is adapted, perſedly 
adapted (as means) to anſwer the deſigned end, yet it 
is an evident and an affecting truth, that all to whom, 
the goſpel is preached, and who have the bible in theix 
hands, are not ſaved. To ſome, it is a ſavour of life, 
unto life; but to others, a ſavour of death unto death, 


Wacenas doubt but multitudes. who live under the,. 


t live and die in their ſins, and finally periſh — 


Fac miniſtry, receive no. ſaving benefit from.it 3 
hen my text tells us, that it pleaſed God, by the 


preaching of the goſpel, to ſave them that believe, i « 


evidently excludes all unbelievers, and leaves them in, 


their ſinful, guilty tate, to endure: forever the puniſh+. 


meat juſtly due to them tor their wickedneſs. And 
when our bleſſed Lord gave his diſciples their com- 
miſſion, ſaying, Go ye into all the world, and preach — 


goſpel to every creature; he adds, He.that belieweth, and 
it baptized, ſhall be faved ; but he that believeib not, ſhall. 


be damned. Mark xvi. 1.5, 16. It muſt therefore be. 
of the greateſt concernment to us, that we underſtand. 
what it is to believe; and that we really become be: 
levers, | 2 3 


courſe of life. - To me, it appears an evident, as well- 
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faich, it ſhould: be that in che Aſſembly'a oatechiſms 


as being conciſe, plain and ſotiptural Faith in 


Jeſus Cheſt: is a ſaxing ginge, whereby we receive | 


<4. ang teſt upon him aſone for ſalvation,, as he is 
i fregly offezed-to us in the gaipel This deſcription 
of faith ſuppoſes or implies, as previous to it, areal 
nt of the mind to the holy ſcriptures, as a revela; 
tion from God; the truth and certainty ot which may 
be moſt. firmly relied upon: A real conviction and 
ſenſe of our ſin and guilt condemned by the holy 
and rightebus law of God to eternal death that we 


are without righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and utterly 
unable. to deliver and ſave ourſelves: And alſo, a true 


knowledge and apprehenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, in his 
perſon, offices and benefits, as exhibited in the goſpel 


a Saviour perfectly ſuited, in every reſpect, to the ſin- 


ner's deplorable.cafe z who hath, by his obedience-and 
death, purchaſed compleat ſalvation, fully.anſwerable 
to all the neceſſities, ot the ſoul, poljuted, guilty and 
enſlaved by ſin and Satan: and having authority and 
right, from God the Father, and power and will to 


beſtow this whole ſalvation upoa every one of ſinful 


mankind that believes in, or receives him upon the 
goſpel offer. The Holy Spirit, by giving a realizing 
view of theſe moſt intereſting truths, overcomes the 
native teluctancy, and perſwades and enables the foul 
ſincerely and heartily to receive Jeſus: Chriſt; as he is 


freely offered, and for all the purpoſes for which he is 
offered in the goſpel ; and to reſt, or rely upon him 


alone, far wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and 
redemption ; i. e. for compleat ſal vation. That re- 


ceiving, coming to, believing and truſting in Chriſt, 
are ſynonimous, and uſed to ſignify and expreſs the 
ſame act, or exerciſe of the ſoul, ſcems evident from 
Joh. i. 12. But as many as. received him, to them gave be 

poxver. to become the. Sans of Cad, even ſo them chat believe. 


on 


d 


1 and Joh. vi. 3g. Eph. i. 12, 13. Moſt 
of theſe-expreſſions celare to the aas of the vill, and 


This receiving and — on Chriſty as offered i in 
the goſpel, a appears, 
evangelical or ſaving faith. This ſeems to be the 

uniting act, by. which the ſoul is in Chriſt, becomes 
a living branch in him, the true vine; and receiving 
- vital influence from him, brings forth fruit unto God. 

Zy this act, the ſoul is, agreeable to the goſpel cove- 

- nant, intereſted in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and enjoys 
the benefit ot it; is juſtified, accepted of God, and 
made an heit of eternal life. Thus the ſoul, in a way 
perfectly agreeable to its rational nature, is drawn to 
a — ſincere and hearty compliance with, and 
is intereſted in all the privileges and bleſſings of the 
glorious goſpel. As things appear to me, it muſt be 
the very nature and operation of this faith to purify 
the heart, and work by love: It will produce thoſe 
holy diſpoſitions and affections of heart, and practices 
of life, by which true believers are characterized in the 
"word of Tad: 

If we duly conſider che view of things, nadie which 
the diſtreſſed fioner is perſwaded and encouraged, with 
his whole heart, to receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; we 
muſt think he will be humble and penitent; will re- 
ncunce all confidence in his own wiſdom, righteouſ- 
ness and ſtrength ;'rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, without any 


confidence in the fleſh :' he will take all the ſhame and 


blame of his wickedneſs to himſelf, and with a grate- 


ful heart give all the glory unto God. He muſt feel 


himſelf under the moſt ſtrong and endearing obliga- 
tions to live, not to himſelf, but, to him who loved 
and died for him: And it will be his deſire and en- 
deavour 10 dem all ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and 10 
Ave ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world ; 
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tans Geo putene: Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt; — 
himſelf for us, ibat be might redeem us from all iniquity, - 


pw gk EY PR people, zealous of you 


Suffer me to end one ſtep further, and obſer; 
6. That this whole affair of our ſalvation, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, takes its riſe, and flows from the free, ſo 


vereign 
pleaſure of God I pleaſed Gd. What but his o.] 
infinite love and goodneſs could move the eternal 
Father of Lights to ſend his only begotten Son into 


the world, to work out redemption by his on blood, 


for thoſe that had ungratefully rebelled againſt him, 


deſerted his intereſt, and rendered themſelves juſtiy ob- 


noxious ta his tevenging wrath? To this alone it is 


aſcribed in the goſpel; Joh. iii. 16. Epb. i. 4—7 


And the application of redemption, by the Holy Spirit, 
p 


flows from the ſame fountain, even the good pleaſure 
of God. Thus we read, Eph. ii. and on ut God, 


who is rieb in mercy, for his great love wherewith he laved. 


us, even when we were dead in ſins, bath quickned us lo- 
geiber wih Cbriſt; and bath raiſed us up together, and 


made un i together in beavenly places in Cbriſt Jeſus: 
That in ibe ages ig come he might ſhew-the exceeding riches 


of his grace, in his kindneſs towards: us, through Chriſt: 


Jaſus. For by grace' are ye-faved, through fuitb; and 
that not f yourſelves ; it is ibe gift f Gd: 2 8 é 


works, left- am man ſhould-boaſt;,—For we are bis work- 


manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus. unto good works, which 


God hath before ordained that tue ſhould walk in them: -: 


What hath been offered under the preceeding — 


would admit of a large and profitable NH 4 
but I muſt only hint a few things. 

In a review of what hath: — ſaid, can we ak 
ſeeing; the. ntceſſity ot a thorough conviction, that 


God alone can be a ſuitable and ſatisfying portioh for» 
our ſouls; that ſo we may be prevented from a vain 


n t from this world, and the * | 
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_ minds and hearts, and in propet | 
deepo ſeaſe of the: frte ert y and grate of God to ther” . 


(a) 


fi pine a w ehnit which ſind berwerh 
God and dur fouls; and keeps 


us ſtom teſt in him, and 
dacgeſtly fark its removal - ſeck falvation 7 How 


ſhould we lament our apoſtacy from God in Adam! 


effects f which ate, dot alienation 
blindneſs and in- 


The 
froni God, che ſopreme 


| — — coricetn us. 
and a ſtrung 


ity of heart id thoſe ways wick 
lead to eternal met yã. Let us learu not to leam to 
our own underſtanding ror ſet up our o Dwiſd or 
adx ſufficient guide but, ag becomes us, hom bly 


ſubmit to divige revelation; believing that God is wiſel 
thim ien. Let us, with the deepe 


- oelity and 
6: of God, im 
e meansiof falvac 


gratitude, adore che wiſdom and 
opering the way, and grameing us 


3 rize and im prove the bleflech goſpel: 


forthe" ſaving 


Ste a, ea ſin; co 


I men, and . 4 — * our 
own-devifing; for that purpoſe; or to attempt. from 
the marimof human wiſdom ant philoſoph 
correct or achend the goſpet ſpebof Chriſt It is\a ſcheme 
perfect im ĩrſeif ; and to alter it. is ener witty 


Let us heware of for ſatearion, even by ih 
anſpel, whhour believing:; and'of taking thůt to be 
fait which. has n to purify the heart and life 
frondin. How careful” {ould all 'thoſe, who res 
partakvofhegoſpel ſalvation, be, © preſerve on th 


Finally, Thoſe whoſeeltheretof.aidaddmiefalves 


tlon;maſt ſeo it only in the goſpel way, if they would 


lope foroſdccefs: Bury agteeable to cuſtom on'ſuch 


ouch flonsgſeveral particular addreſſes will be ed, 


Penuita me then n re and dtur Breibrn, 


brance 
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( 23) 
brance — that out whole buſineſs, as miniſters of Chriſt, 
is to preach this glorious goſpel ; to explain, apply 
and enforce it on our people, in the plaineſt and bel 
manner we can; as the only means of ſalvation tothe 
fouls of ſinful men. Yea, where and whenever we 
appear to act in charatter, our grand ſubje& muſt be 
this glorious goſpel ; and our ſincere deſire and aim 
ſhbuld be; to ſhew the neceſſity, the true nature, the 


grace, bleſſings and duties of the goſpel ; as we would by 


anſwer the important end of our office, the glorifying 
Chriſt, and being inſtrumental of ſaving thoſe to hom 
we miniſter; | y 


Ho ſolicitous and diligent ſhould we be, truly to 
underſtand the goſpel ourſelves, and to experience its 
ſaving efficacy upon our own fouls, transforming us 
into the image of Chriſt ; that ſo our ſpirit and con- 
verſation may be an evidence of the bleſſed nature and 
tendency of the goſpel, and help to explain and recom- 
mend it to others. And with what care and jealouſy 
over ourſelves, ſhould we ſearch and ſtudy the holy 
oracles ? endeavouring, as much as poſſible, to lay 
aſide every prejudice ; and to beware of the dreadful 
prejudice that is in the corrupt, unſanctified heart of 
man, ' againſt the true goſpel of Chriſt ; laying our 
minds and hearts open to the light and conviction of 
the truth. How unhappy would an eſſential miſtake” 
be here, where ſo great an intereſt is depending? If 
we get a ſcheme of religion profeſſedly, and as we 
think, from the holy ſcriptures ;' yet if it be ceally 
different from the goſpel of Chriſt, and as St. Paul. 
expreſſes it, another goſpel, will our hope built upon 


it ſtand ? Shall we have the gracious preſence of Chriſt 


with us, ſtrengthening, ſupporting and comforting us 


ia our work ? Shall we ſave thoſe we preach to; and 


ſecure and preſerve the regards due to faithful miniſters 
of Chriſt' ? Shall we be accepted of Chrift, our pro- 
feſſed Maſter and Lord ; and finally be received K > 
*2_ a 


from Chrifl*s 3 be we ever ſo zealous and laborious. 
cConſolations of Chriſt in our labour: And. inſtead, ot 


of Cheiſt, and left to the-deplorable conſequences; bf 
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If ue have got another goſpel, elentially different 


in preaching and propagating of it, yet out hope, in- 
ſtead of ifluing in fruition, will deſert us in time of 
extremity. : we ſhall not, have the countenance and 


leading our hearers to righteouſneſs and. life, hy Jeſus. 
Cheiſt, we ſhall (fo far as our influence goes). involve 
them in darkneſs and death, ;. ſhall be finally rejected 


our. pride, vanity. and wickedneſs. : The very thought 


of of which © is enoügh to make one ſhudder. 


O may it engage us, with humble, teachable. mings, 
to 1 gurſelves as at the feet of the bleſſed Jeſus, in 


and, ſtudying, of his, golpel; — 


ere — 5 his Holy ir Sic eo. ilominate our e 
and guide us into all trut truth. 


""One would think ſuch. conſiderations ſhould. move. 


us to drop all anger, reſentment, ſarcaſms, unkind ro- 
flections, and all bitterneſs of ſpirit, in our religious 
debates ; and, with an, humble mind, a benevoleat 


and affectionate heatt, to endeayour to communicate. 
all che [i ue can; and, kindly help each other to 
grow. in the knowledge of Chriſt and; his truth; that 


We might, as with one heart and tongue, preach: the 
_- Precious Selben hold up Chriſt Jeſus, and him cruci - 


fied, to our periſhing fellow men, as their only refuge. 
We have, and "7 ſhall have, difficulty and Ft « ud enough, 


_ from our own weakneſs and. infirmities, from that 


body of. death within us, from worldly, and wicked, 
men, and, eſpecially. from Satan, the implacable enemy. 
of Chriſt and of precious. ſouls. We ſhall, we do feel 


the preſſure, of theſe burdens, if we have the true. 
gore ingrafted into our hearts, and are ſincetely and: 


thfully preaching. it to others. But we need not 
be diſcouraged at, nor faint, under out trials; the ho- 


nme, 


Seesen ine y 
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we ſerve in this warfare againſt the Devil's kingdoin, 
is able, and will ſaſtain and carry us through. In 


Him are unſearchable riches—infinite benevolence ;— 


his watchful,” all- ſceing eye is ever upon, and his 
tendereſt care exerciſed over, his faithful ſervants; 
and he has ſaid, and will make it good, my gract is 


fauffictent for you. He gave us all the qualificatiohs we 
have, for our arduous and important work ; and he - - 
can increaſe them, above all our difficulties; and give 


us to ſay, experimentally, :b5rough Chrift firengthening 
me I can do all things. O then let us wait on him con- 
tinually, by fervent, - believing ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving ; he is able to do for us abundantly 
above all we can aſk or think: He will ſupport, help 
and comfort us in, and carry us thro' our work, and give 
us that tranſporting reception in the end, tell done good 
and faithful ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 
In the next place a word will he expected from me, 


Io you, dear Sir, who will preſently be inveſted 
with the office of a miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt; 
and all the duties of that office will then be incum - 


bent upon you: And may you accept it with all rea- 
dinels and chearfulneſs of mind, animated with the love 
of Chriſt, of the truth, and of precious ſouls ; and yer 


with humility, ſelf-diffidence, and an entire dependance 
upon Chriſt for grace to fulfil your miniſtry. _ 


The office is, indeed, honourable, arid the faithful ex- 
ecution of it of the greateſt importance, and will require 
cloſe attention, much ſtudy, and labour: The ends 
aimed at are the higheſt any creature can have in view; 
the manifeſting the glory of God, in his yarious 


and adorable attributes; and the eternal ſalvation of 


immortal ſouls. And keep it ever in your mind, 
dear Sir, that theſe ends are to be obtained, only, by 


ave right apprehenſions of it, and I hope you have 
experienced its benign and bleſſed efficacy on your 


-- 
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own heart, and will be able to ſpeak the things that 
you know. But remember the | goſpel contains an 
unſearchable and inexhauſtible treaſure of wiſdom, 
love, grace, comfort, glory: Study. therefore, this 
gaſpel with the cloſeſt attention and diligence; crying, 
with a humble, thirſting ſoul, Lord open mine eyes, that 
. J may bebold the wondrous things contained therein; — 
And the further your mind reaches into this bleſſed 
myſtery of the goſpel, the higher you will ęſteem it 3 
the more you know of Jeſus Chriſt, the more precious 
will he be to you ; and the more pleaſure and delight 
will you Have, in preaching the unſearchable riches of 
Chrift unto others. ESS 7 85 

Tribulation, in this world, is the lot of all the 
diſciples, and eſpecially of the faithful miniſters of 
Chriſt ; but be not diſmayed at any apprebended or 
felt trials, from your own ſinful heart, from Saran, or 
bis inſtruments ; endure hardneſs,as a good ſoldier : 
If any call the preaching of the goſpel fooliſnneſs, be 


not aſhamed of it, nor induced to clip the truth; but 


learn, from the apoſtles example, to glory in the croſs 
pf Chriſt. Hang on the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt by 
faith, tell him all your troubles, plead for needed ſup- 
Plies of grace ;—he will not fail the expectations of 
them that truly truſt in him —he will not deſert his 
own cauſe ;-—he never did, he never will, he never 
can forſake his faithful ſervants ; and if you are ſuch 
a one, furely you ſhall not be the firſt that ever had 
reaſon to complain :—No, he will fuccour you; and 
2s your day is, ſo ſhall your ſtrength be. Go on in 
his name and ſtrength go on rejoicing in your 


Work ; and may the hand of the Lord be with you, 
to aſſiſt and ſucceed you. And may you finally be 
approved and accepted and have many ſeals of your 
miniſtry for your joy and crown of rejoicing in the 
day of the Lord Jeſus. | | 
5 may not conclude without offering a few words 
V dhe church and people in this place. Peer 


is 
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- Hog Brethren and Friends, you have for ſome time, 


| by fervent prayer, we lyppole, | as well as by other 


ſuitable means, been ſeeking to obtain a miniſter of 
Chriſt, and thereby the ſtated enjoyment of the-word 


and ordinances of the goſpel. . God is now fulfilling 


your deſires ; you will preſently ſee the man, whom 
you have unanimouſly choſen, ſolemnly ſeparated to 


at facred ſervice among you.— Receive him in t 


Lord, with all thankfulneſs, and hold him in repuha- 


tion for his work's ſake. 


God hath giyen you a good ſoil, and ſmiled on your 
new beginnings, and given you a comfortable prof- 
pect, with regard to your temporal intereſt ; but his 

anting you the miniſtry of the goſpel is a greater 

leſſing : This reſpects your eternal intereſt. Manifeſt | 
your high eſteem of the precious goſpel, and your 
tender <br for the eternal happineſs of your precious 
ſouls, by your conſtant, careful and prayerful attend- 
ance on the preaching of it. 

Preſerve unity, peace and love amongſt yourſelves : 
Do all you can, in a proper way, to encourage the 
heart and ſtrengthen the hands of your miniſter : 
particularly, pray earneſtly for him, and take ſpecial 
care to profit under his miniſtry ; and the rather be- 


cauſe it will be yqur own benefit and comfort. Let 


his heart rejoice in ſeeing many of you, as his ſpiritual 


children. walking in the truth. 


Keep it in your minds, that you cannot be ſaved by 
the goſpel without believing ; and pray * 
that the goſpel may come unto you, not in word only, 
but alſo in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
much aſſurance z and work effectually in you, to the 
uniting the ſou] to Chriſt by a living faith, that you 
may grow up into him who is the head in all things; 


And finally enjoy, fully enjoy the great promiſe ofthe 


goſpel, which God, who cannot lie, hath PR us 
in Chriſt Jeſus, even eternal life, | 
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1 SAM the . ane 
was given by the Rev'd Mr. Walks 
of Concorp, in Nzw-Haurenms. | 


1 Sm, | 1 
E, being sse of the roqtipdiincy rata 


gifts and graces for the work of the miniſtry, 5 


and approving of your call to ſettle hete, as regular, 


and rejoicing at your chearful acceptance thereof, do 


ao ordain you a miniſter ot the everlaſting oolpel, 
and paſtor of Chriſt's flock in this place in particular. 
And accordingly we would now moſt ſolemnly 


charge you, in the name of the great Head of the 


Church, to tate beed to the miniſtry which you hade re- 


_ ceived of the Lord Jeſus, and fulfil 71 to take the over- 


Abt of the flock, not by conflraint, but willingly ; not for 
filthy Inere, but of a ready mind. Preach the word; be 


5 inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ;, reprove, rebuke, a 


exbort with all long. ſuffering and be In doArine, 
Het ancorruptneſs, gravity, fincerity and found ſpeech, 


| | Which cannot be condemne d. 


That you may be enabled hereto, you are to give 


| yourfelf to reading, meditation and prayer. Particularly 


you are carefully, impartially and prayerfully to ſtudy 


the holy "ſcriptures. The Chriſtian, the Proteſtant, 


the Proteſtant- er, car conſiſtently yield his aſſent 


to no bumam ſcheme, by whomſoever drawn up, as the 


« meaſure and flandard of his faith and prattice : But will 
make his laſt appeal to the oracles of divine truth. — 
By this rule he will try all doctrines, whether they be 
of God, or of man's invention. 

Faithfulneſs to your divine Maſter will excite yon 
to deliver the whole of bis counſel, touching the wa 4 
- * jo — fo far as the ſame ſh » 
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made khown:to.you 3. and! the ſame principle will in- 
ſpire you: with due caution. not to exceed his orders. 
While you;can ſay, Thus faith Chriſt, - or thus faith 
Paul, or any of the inſpired writers, you are ſafe :- but 


when you break over OY neee | 


without a guide. moi 

Von are: to adminiſter the Hermann the New 
Teſtament, Baptiſm: and the Lord's-ſupper, in their 
due order, and to meet ſubjects, according to the rules 
and directions contained in the ſacred ſeriptures. 


Tante end in dn diiplot.of Men 


Diſcipline, if not abſolutely necefſary to the very being 


of the church, yet doubtleſs is ſo to its beauty, purity 


and:; e&frcation ; ſo that without any rn to it, an 
aſſembly. of people would rather reſema 


men, will require all your prudence and integrity. 


The fountain of wiſdom is able to direct you in the 


moſt intricate ſtate of affairs, Thither you are to 
apply in faith, and with fervency. You are to know 


no man after the fleſh, ſo far as to do any thing 
partiality. Avoid, as far as poſſible, the two faulty 


extremes, of negligence with reſpect to the affairs of 
Chriſt's houſehold, on the one hand; and a ſuper- 
cilious lording it over his heritage, on the other. 


You are to be an example to believers in your life _ 


and converſation, as well as word and doctrine, - Ex- 


hibit as bright a pattern, as may be, of the chriſtian  - 
life. The want of this, if it be evident and habitual, © 
would not only obſtruct your own ſalvation, bur be a 


moſt fatal bar to, the ſucceſs of your miniſtry among 


your Ah I ſpeak. not this by way. of ſuſpicion or 
cenſure, perſwaded better 


but of caution-4- for I am 


things ot you, dear Sir; that it will be your care and 
endeavour to live eden to chat goſpel you 2 5 


rout, tllan d congregation: of warſbippers of the one true | 
Cod. But to manage this aright, amidſt the various 
elaſhing intereſts, bumours, paſſions, and caprices of 


If 


Th Sire; tbe boch the ehrifiancind-miniſtirial 
| character 4- to ſet before your people a bright example 


+ ft 


| _ of piety, juſtioe and ſelf- government; to convince 
chem, that real religion is not that ſour, moroſe thing, 


it has been repreſented by dreaming Monks, and viſionary 1 
Recluſes : that it is ſo far from being an enemy co all 
becoming freodotms in converſation, that it really adds | | 
beauty and grace to every other accompliſhment, apd | + 
_— routing diſplay of that wiſdom which is firſt: puPe, 
then peaceabla, gentle and eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy 
1 and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocriſy. 
'S, Thus preaching, and thus living, we hope and pray 
4 N chat an abundant bleſſing may accompany: ydur mi- 
£2 


niſtry to the 'converfion of ſianers and rene Sc 
faints i in their moſt holy faith, | 
Ad now, Sir, if you keep this charge 1 we 
ate warranted to aſſure you, that when ibs chief Sbep- 
. berd ſhall: apptar, you may expect to receive en mad 
"7 MORO ane ny. 7555 | 
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RIGHT HAND OE FELLOWSHIP, . 


given by the Reverend Mr. ST EARNS. 


7 I WT 1 4 


of Lr 


1 Bibi, and Fathers, ak un ht far Gb, 
tive audience ;— 
AT arich merey is it toour feld race, *. 
Gul bath ſent bis Son into the world not to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might be ſaved? 
What matter of joy and thankſgiving, thi the bleſſing of 
Abraham hath come upon the Gentiles, and the light of the 
glorious goſpel ſhined over into theſe remote corners of 
the earth, which had been the abodes of darkneſs, the 
habitations of cruelty, time immembrial:— That the 


bleſſed Redeemer's kingdom is here ſet up, where Sa- 


tan's ſeat had long been: That we are called, by the 
goſpel, to the fellowſhip of the ſaints,” and enjoy the 
ineſtimable liberties and privileges thereof :—That 
God hath preparec ſuch abundant room for his church 
in this land, and is . lengthening the'cords, firengthen- 
ing the flakes, and ſpreading forth the curtains of bis ' 
tabernacle, and making the wilderneſs to bloſſom as the roſe ? 
For this may our hearts expand with the warmeſt,” 
ſincereſt gratitude to the Father of lights; for this 


let the ſacrifices of praiſe be offered to God continually. 
„ Af in particular, the tranſactions of the preſent day 
are abundant matter of joy and praiſe : We have ſeen 


a church planted, to-day, in goſpel order, and with a 


Wc | what paſtor, here in Sanborntown, but Your lately 5 
waſte a : 


nd howling wilderneſs, 


Brethren, of this new-gathered church, we have | 


ſeen _ OW yourſelves into goſpel order, Son 
' D * 
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: day; as à church of Chriſt, 
gaging your charity and fel wihip each to othep. 3 
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the ways of the Lord; we have heard the good pro- 
teffion you. |, have vitneſſed Fil dp che — 4 


. — piety 3 hold faſt your profeſſign, ang! let ng man 
Lake your cr⏑Lü 2-4 1.l- L199 
We rejoice in the diſtinguiſhing ſmiles of, eaven, 
upon you, and this place, in your ſo early at pere 
ful ſettlement in goſpel order. 
We rejqice to ſee another addedeguthe mimber'of 
our churches. _ — RMA SY 
We prays the Lord; remeber yau-the\leop of 
Sandal the kindughs of Your Hundt aha, art gaing 
nd 41 ee "es ri whe pun _— 
© PL Saviour vl 
day of fag 7 — ſaidd, untere greg e three. 
16 gathered -bogetber: — — Hin dem 
S910 to ee y9u, andþblaly yous to eſtabliſh; 
Jon in, the faith and order of the ggolpel. el, and made 
Yeu "a the, eraſes of Kade ain from h Hd 


nd now, Brethren, the churches convened: on this: 


i ſolemg, yet goptul, occalion,/ which, according ta our 


conſtitntion, virtually repteſegt Ne by 
Mp ,acknowledge,, and. ſalute yoynas 2; 8 
the lame ſtaading: and rights, in the goſpeb 
ourſelyes... We teltify-ro you gur Charity we copags: 
iſtadce, hen and 


iaſoever oi ſhall, need and: deſine the ſame 
ay, ve expect thelike, from your 


Ang, yithal.we-s 
Bebuld bogy cord. ang Pleaſant it is;for: Inet hren in dum 
| n What 


ſacred bonds and eee 
. ianity under ſo todo da zt hund 18 


berg is oe bodo the church, and. one brit un imating. | 
140 he. liviag.members-of it: One Lord. one faiſlæ . 


baptiſm, one God and Father of all, and, wW̃ are all cofeds; 
in,one babe of our, calling ; let us thereiore all carefully 
endeavour 10 hee the unit W alu, Aan 


W | Finally, 


"Ip x A h 


-1Mhally, Byotbren, 1 be of gooll comfort, - 
one wind, deed and the" God of love and peace be 


= 
1 
8 = Our Lord Jefus Chriſt is ever 
x 


mindful of his cg) for good; as by his ſufferings 
and death he purchaſed for it, ſo toben be aſcended up 
on high he beſtowed upon it, many precious gifts, w jen. 
„ | which were Phſtors and Teachers, for the perſefting of 
- ol ſaints; for the tnork of the miniftry, for the edifying of 
8 the body of Chriff, ill we all come in the unity of the faith, 
fand off the knidwbledgt of the Son of God, 47 a 
| mah, umo the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulhntfs of Chrift; 
bring no more, - as children, toſſed to amd fro; and carried 
about by every win of dofirine, by the flight F men; aut 
quming craftimeſs whereby they lie in wait to decerge.— 
Will not ell that love our Eord Jefus Chriſt in flace* 
rity, and are trufy concerbed for the intereſt of his 
kingdom, rej6ice and praiſe his tame, that he is mer- 
cifally” continuing the” golper? e, to theſe all. 
imer, ends? — 4 
May this beanty A thy Erde be 65 bur Zoe; "I 
| may-ſhe ever have ef her learned and pious ons 10 
take ber by the hand and lead her in the way wherein 
ſhe ought to go. We pray the Lord of the harveſt, 
evermore, to raile up, and ſend forth a ſupply of able 
faithful labourers into his barueſt We rejoice, and 
praiſe the Lord, on ſeeing one put into this part of the 
vineyard, who, we truſt, will, through grace, approve: 
himſelf ſuch. And now, dear Sir, as we are ſatisfied 
in your qualifications for, add call unto the work of 
the miniſtry, and have ſen you regularly introduced 
into the ſacred office, by prayer, and th; laying on of | 
the hands of the Prefbytery, according to apoſtolick \ _ 
example, in the name and by the order of the venerable N 
council convened on this occaſion, I now give you the 
Right Hand of Fellowſhip, in token of our acknow- 
ledgment of the validity of your ordination, and your 
equal dignity and A with your brethren in the 
IE miniſtry; 


a 


Ig | 26. 2 promiſe a. ready communion and fello 
KEE ip with zou, as ſuch, in the Lord —a friendly — 2 
3 by advice or otherwiſe, as you ſhall ſtand in need 

, thereof ; and withal we expect the like from you. 

May the. Lord be ever with you, to ſtrengthen 
your hands, and encourage your heart, in the great 
work: whereunto you have beggſ@parated this day ; 
may he make you a burning ining light in this 
e which he — * and placed 
Jou in, this day, and give you many of this people, 
Jad their children (Oh would to God it might be all 
I - of them I) for the ſeals of your miniſtry, for your joy 
265 AT in the day of the Lord Jeſus. And may 
we all, whom the Lord has been pleaſed to make ſtew- 
ards of his houſe, as well as you who have taken 1 

B e of this miniſtry, with us, this day, obtain grace of 
do be faithful, and mercy to be ſucceſsful, that. when, 
[ * the chief Shepherd ſhall appear and call u to give ac. 
| count of our ſtewardſhip; we may do it with joy, and 
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